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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING, JULY 1 1 
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NO. 9 

FOLLOWING SUMMARIZES ACTING SPOKESMAN FUNSETH'S RESPONSES 
AT TODAY'S BRIEFING: 

1. COL. MORGAN - PRESS REPORTS FROM MIDDLE EAST THAT 
U.S. IS INVOLVED IN ANY DISTRIBUTION OF FOODSTUFFS IN 
BEIRUT ARE FALSE. ALL WE WISH TO SAY ON THIS DELICATE 
SITUATION WHICH AFFECTS THE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN CITIZEN 
IS EMBASSY BEIRUT CONTINUES TO BE IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH 
GOL. PRESSED FURTHER, PRINCIPALLY BY NELSON OF REUTERS, 
FUNSETH REPLIED TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS THAT U.S. DID NOT 
PROVIDE FOODSTUFFS BEING DISTRIBUTED, DID NOT ARRANGE 
FOR PRIVATE SOURCES TO DISTRIBUTE THEM, DID NOT AGREE TO 
AND HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THEIR DISTRIBUTION. 

2. INCIDENT IN GULF OF THAILAND - THE MASTER OF THE 
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EMBASSY IN BANGKOK THAT WHILE SAILING FROM HONG KONG 
AND ABOUT 25 MILES FROM SATTHAHIP, HIS SHIP RECEIVED 
LIGHT WEAPONS FIRE FROM TWO UNIDENTIFIED FISHING BOATS. 
THERE WERE NO INJURIES. WE INFORMED THE THAI GOVT OF THE 

INCIDENT, AND ADVISED THE MASTER TO KEEP IN CONTINUOUS 
RADIO CONTACT WITH US. YESTERDAY WE RECOMMENDED THAT 
THE DEFENSE MAPPING AGENCY HYDROGRAPHIC CENTER ISSUE A 
NAVIGATIONAL WARNING. WE DO NOT KNOW WHO FIRED AT THE 
VESSEL. WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THESE WERE FISHING 
BOATS UNDER CONTROL OR COMMAND OF SOME GOVERNMENT IN THE 
AREA. THE DEPARTMENT HAS NOT ASKED FOR EITHER A 
MILITARY RESPONSE OR MILITARY SURVEILLANCE NOR DID IT 
BELIEVE ANY WAS REQUIRED. 

3. DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL - WE HAVE SEEN PRESS REPORTS 
BUT HAVE NO COMMENT AT THIS TIME. 

4. CSCE - ALTHOUGH CLOSE, FINAL AGREEMENT HAS NOT BEEN 
REACHED. 
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